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PREFACE

Concise Prelims Current Affairs 2026

Current Affairs-Sine QuaNon of UPSC Preparation

Proficiency in Current affairs is sine non qua for UPSC preparation. It is the basic
foundation of any aspirant ‘s preparation. Knowledge and skill to relate current news
with UPSC syllabus is quintessential part of the preparation.

Our new initiative - Concise

What if we told you we have panacea for all the problems related to preparation of
current affairs!? A one stop solution for revising all current affairs material in a style
where mains answer writing becomes very easy.

What is Concise

q Systematic segregation of monthly news in tandem with syllabus
1 Contextual relation of topic in news with UPSC news.

1 Brief and crisp explanation

1 Extremely precise information which will make revision easy

Dear Aspirants

Join our official La Excellence IAS telegram channel
https://t. me/CivilsPrepLaEx

To get all value-added materials, RRP notes, workbook, slides, and Daily current affairs
handout.


https://t.me/CivilsPrepLaEx
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Kerala's Dharmadam Declared Extreme Poverty-Free I

Why in News?

Dharmadam constituency in Kannur, represented by CM Pinarayi Vijayan, became Kerala's
first “Extreme Poverty-Free” constituency — part of the state’s mission to eradicate
extreme poverty by 1 November 2025.

Description:

What is Extreme Poverty?

A condition where a household cannot meet basic needs essential for survival:

0 Food: Access to sufficient and nutritious food.

0 Healthcare: Basic medical services and mental well-being.
0 Income: Sufficient for essential consumption.

0 Housing: Safe and hygienic shelter.

Kerala’s Approach: Identified extremely poor households via grassroots-level survey using
these four indicators, ensuring localized and data-driven targeting.
Global & National Poverty Lines
Level Definition / Recommendation

Global Poverty Line (UN) Living on less than USD 1.90/day

32/day (urban), 26/day (rural); Poverty line 816
(rural), 1,000 (urban) per month

47/day (urban), 32/day (rural); Poverty line 972
(rural), 1,407 (urban) per month

Tendulkar Committee (2009)

Rangarajan Committee (2014)

Current Official Line Used Tendulkar Line (Government continues with it)
Major Government Schemes to Reduce Poverty:
Scheme Objective

PM Awas Yojana (PMAY) Affordable housing for poor (urban & rural).

National Food Security Act (NFSA) | Subsidized food grains to low-income families.

Ayushman Bharat - PM-JAY Health insurance for vulnerable households.

MGNREGS 100 days of wage employment annually in rural
areas.

DAY-NRLM Promotes rural livelihoods & women’s SHGs.

PM Garib Kalyan Yojana COVID-19 support through free food & cash
transfer.

. Ensures direct subsidy to beneficiaries to reduce
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) leakages.

Significance:

0 Marks a milestone in Kerala’s inclusive development model.

0 Reflects effective local governance, targeted welfare delivery, and data-based
poverty tracking.

0 Part of Kerala’s “No Extreme Poverty by 2025” mission aligning with SDG-1 (No
Poverty).

[ Ayushman Bharat - PM-JAY: Latest Report Highlights (2025)

Why in News?

The latest National Health Authority report (2025) shows PM-JAY largely utilized in
private hospitals, haemodialysis is the most common treatment, and digital health records
(ABHA) now cover 50 crore citizens.

LA EX RRP+
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Source: Annual Report, National Health Authority (Oct 2025)

Scheme Launch: 2018 | Implementing Body: National Health Authority (NHA)

Objective: Universal Health Coverage through cashless secondary & tertiary careupto 5

lakh/family/year.

Key Findings (2025 Report):

1. Private vs Government Hospitals:

e
e
g

e

A total of 31,005 hospitals were empanelled.

Private hospitals: 45% of total.

Yet, they handled 52% of hospitalisations and 66% of total treatment cost ( 1.29
lakh crore).

Shows higher reliance on the private sector under PM-JAY.

2. Treatment Data:

MW W W

e

Total treatments since 2018: ~9.19 crore hospitalisations.

Total cost incurred: 1.29 lakh crore.

Most sought treatment: Haemodialysis (14% of all treatments).

Other common treatments:

Yy Fever (4%)

Yy Gastroenteritis/stomach infection (3%)

Yy Animal bites (3%)

Top specialities (2024-25): General Medicine, Ophthalmology, General Surgery.

3. Portability (Treatment Across States):

e
e

Patients can seek treatment anywhere in India (key PM-JAY feature).
Top “in-migration” destinations:
Chandigarh (19%)

Uttar Pradesh (13%)

Gujarat (11%)

Uttarakhand (8%)

Punjab (8%)

Top “out-migration” states:

Yy Uttar Pradesh (24%)

Yy Madhya Pradesh (17%)

Yy Bihar (16%)

Yy Punjab, Himachal Pradesh (7% each)

<SS

4. Digital Health Ecosystem Progress:

MW W W W W

g

ABHA (Ayushman Bharat Health Account) - 14-digit health ID for digital records.
50 crore health records linked under the scheme since 2021.

6 in 10 citizens have ABHA numbers.

Registered Facilities: 3.8 lakh (~38% of total).

Registered Health Personnel: 5.8 lakh (~26% of total).

Aim: Create integrated Digital Health Infrastructure for seamless record-sharing.

5. Significance:

S
e
e

Indicates success in reducing out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPE).
Demonstrates portability and private sector dependency for healthcare delivery.
Strengthens India’s digital health ecosystem.
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Central Information Commission vs State Information Commission I

Why in News?

A report by Satark Nagrik Sangathan highlights severe vacancies and dysfunction in State
and Central Information Commissions, causing massive RTI appeal backlogs. Some SICs are
defunct, and delays could extend decades, undermining citizens’ right to information.
Description:

Central Information Commission State Information

Feature / Aspect o
(CIC) Commission (SIC)

Statutory body under the

Constitutional / | Statutory body under the Right . .
Right to Information Act,

Statutory Status | to Information Act, 2005

2005
Established by Central Government State Government
Headquarters New Delhi State Capital (varies by state)
1 Chief Information Commissioner | f State Chief Information
. (CIC) Commissioner (SCIC)
Composition . )
1 Up to 10 Information 1 Up to 10 State Information
Commissioners (ICs) Commissioners (SICs)
Appointment Appointed by the President of Appointed by the Governor of
Authority India the State
1 Prime Minister (Chairperson) 1 Chief Minister (Chairperson)
L. 1 Leader of Opposition in Lok 1 Leader of Opposition in the
Appointing .
] Sabha Legislative Assembly
Committee . . . . .
1 Union Cabinet Minister 1 State Cabinet Minister
nominated by PM nominated by CM
3 years or until 65 years of age, .
) ) ] 3 years or until 65 years of
Tenure whichever is earlier (after 2019 . . .
age, whichever is earlier
amendment)
Reappointment Not eligible for reappointment Not eligible for reappointment
Salary and Same as Chief Election Same as State Election
Conditions of Commissioner and Election Commissioner and State
Service Commissioners Election Commissioners
All Central Public Authorities All State Public Authorities
Jurisdiction (Ministries, Departments, PSUs, (State Departments, PSUs,
etc.) local bodies, etc.)

1 Hear appeals against
) : decisions of State Public
of Central Public Information ]
Information Officers (SPIOs)
Officers (CPIOs)

Function . . . 9 Order disclosure of
9 Order disclosure of information

1 Hear appeals against decisions

) information
9 Impose penalties for non- .
1 Impose penalties for non-

compliance .
compliance
Submits Annual Report to the Submits Annual Report to the
Reports Central Government, which is laid | State Government, which is
before Parliament laid before State Legislature
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By the President on grounds of

) ) ) ) By the Governor on similar
proved misbehavior or incapacity

Removal L grounds after inquiry by the
after inquiry by the Supreme
Supreme Court
Court
) Sections 12-17 of the RTI Act, Sections 15-17 of the RTI Act,
Legal Backing
2005 2005

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)

Why in News?
The Defence Acquisition Council, chaired by Rajnath Singh, approved 79,000 crore in

acquisitions to enhance Army, Navy, and Air Force capabilities, including Nag missiles, LPDs,

ALWT torpedoes, and long-range precision systems, promoting modernization and

Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Description:

0 The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) recently approved multiple procurement
proposals worth 67,000 crore to strengthen India’s military preparedness.

About DAC:

0 Nature: Highest decision-making body in the Ministry of Defence (MoD) for capital
acquisitions and procurement.

0 Objective: Ensure expeditious procurement of approved requirements of the Armed
Forces — meeting capability, timeframe, and budgetary efficiency.
Formation:

0 Established: 2001
0 Based on: Recommendations of the Group of Ministers (GoM) report on Reforming
the National Security System, post Kargil War (1999).

Composition:

Position Role

Chairman Defence Minister
MoS Defence, CDS, COAS, CNS, CAS
Defence Secretary

Secretary (Defence Production & Supplies)

Members Secretary (Defence R&D)

Secretary (Defence Finance)

Vice Chief of Defence Staff / CISC

Special Secretary (Acquisition)

Member Secretary | Dy. Chief of Defence Staff (Planning & Procurement - PP&FD)

Key Functions
0 Approve Long-Term Plans: Gives in-principle approval to 15-year Long Term
Integrated Perspective Plan (LTIPP) of the Armed Forces.

Acceptance of Necessity (AoN): Grants clearance to acquisition proposals.

Ox¢

Ox¢

Categorisation: Decides on mode of acquisition —
3 Buy (Indian/Global)

3 Buy & Make (Indian/Global)

3 Make (Indian)

LA EX RRP+
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0 Offsets: Reviews offset provisions for deals above 300 crore. Space for Notes:
0 Technology Transfer: Approves ToT proposals under ‘Buy & Make’.
0 Vendor Clearance: Resolves issues of single vendor cases.
0 Field Trial Evaluation: Monitors and approves field trial processes for equipment.

Significance:

0 Streamlines India’s defence procurement process.
0 Promotes indigenisation, Make in India, and Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence.
0 Ensures transparency and accountability in high-value acquisitions.
LOKPAL
Why in News?

The seven-member Lokpal, headed by Justice A.M. Khanwilkar, has floated a tender to
procure seven BMW 3 Series 330Li cars, raising public and media scrutiny over expenditure
by the anti-corruption ombudsman.

Description:

O«

Type: Statutory Body
Established under: Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013
Mandate: Inquire into allegations of corruption against public functionaries.

O« O«

Composition:

0 Total Members: 1 Chairperson + 8 Members
3 4 Judicial Members

O«

Chairperson: Former CJI / SC Judge / Eminent person

O«

Judicial Members: Former SC Judge or former Chief Justice of a High Court
Social Representation: 2 50% from SC/ST/OBC/Minorities/Women
Appointment:

Ox¢

0 Appointing Authority: President of India
0 Selection Committee:

3 PM (Chairperson)

3 Speaker of Lok Sabha

3 Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha

3 CJlor his nominee

3 One eminent jurist
0 Tenure: 5 years or till age 70 (whichever earlier)
0 Salary:

3 Chairperson Y same as CJI

3 Members Y same as SC Judges
Jurisdiction:
0 Covers:

3 PM, Ministers, MPs, Group A-D officers of Union Govt.
3 Chairpersons, members, officers of boards/corporations/trusts funded by Govt.
3 NGOs receiving foreign contribution > 10 lakh.
0 Complaints: Any person can file; must relate to offences under Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988.
0 May order CBI inquiry/investigation or refer to CVC (for Central Govt. servants).

LA EX RRP+



Exceptions for the Prime Minister:
Lokpal cannot inquire into matters relating to:

0 International relations

0 Internal & external security
0 Public order

0 Atomic energy & space

Inquiry against PM only if approved by 2/3rd of Lokpal members.
Powers of Lokpal:

0 Superintendence over CBI in referred cases.

0 Approval required for transfer of investigating officer.

0 Power to authorize search/seizure.

6 Inquiry Wing Y powers of a civil court.

0 Can confiscate assets obtained through corruption.

0 May recommend transfer/suspension of accused officers.

0 Can prevent destruction of records during inquiry.

& Must submit Annual Report to President Y laid before Parliament.
National Security Guard (NSG)

Why in News?

The Union Home Minister announced the establishment of the seventh NSG hub in
Ayodhya, Uttar Pradesh, to strengthen counter-terror and counter-hijack capabilities.
Additionally, a Special Operations Training Centre worth 141 crore was launched in
Manesar, Haryana, to enhance commando training.

Description:

0 Raised in 1984 following Operation Blue Star and the assassination of Indira Gandhi.
0 Formally created under the National Security Guard Act, 1986 (Parliament).

0 Administrative control: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).

0 Modelled on: UK's SAS and Germany’s GSG-9.

0 Motto: Sarvatra Sarvottama Suraksha (Best of Security Everywhere).

0 Headquarters: New Delhi.

0 Director General (DG): Always an IPS officer appointed by MHA.

Structure & Composition:
0 Two main elements:
1. Special Action Group (SAG): Comprises Army personnel — handles counter-terror
operations.
2. Special Ranger Group (SRG): Comprises Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) &
State Police — mainly for VIP security.
0 Works on “swift strike and quick withdrawal” philosophy.
0 Acts only in exceptional situations, not for routine law & order.
Functions / Objectives:

0 Counter-terrorism & hostage rescue operations.

0 Handling air/land hijacking and bomb disposal (IED neutralisation).
0 Post-Blast Investigation (PBI).

0 VIP security (Z+ category).

0 Operates as the second line of defence for the nation.

LA EX RRP+
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Special Wing:
0 National Bomb Data Centre (NBDC):
3 Maintains database of bombings in India & abroad.
3 Analyses and shares intelligence with law enforcement agencies.

NSG Hubs & New Developments (2025 Update)
0 Existing hubs: Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Jammu.
0 New NSG Hub: Ayodhya (Uttar Pradesh) — announced October 2025 by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.
3 Aim: Strengthen counter-terror response in the region.
3 Follows the 2005 Ayodhya terror attack.
0 Special Operations Training Centre (SOTC):
3 Being built in Ayodhya at a cost of 141 crore on 8 acres.
3 Will train NSG & state anti-terror units with cutting-edge technology.
Significance:

0 Enhances regional readiness and inter-agency coordination.
0 Demonstrates India’s zero-tolerance policy toward terrorism.
0 Complements initiatives like Operation Sindoor and Operation Mahadev for cross-
border counter-terror actions.
Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
Why in News?

The Centre has directed States and Union Territories to organise events from November 1-
15 to mark the 5th Janjatiya Gaurav Divas and conclude Birsa Munda’s 150th birth
anniversary, highlighting tribal welfare schemes and celebrating tribal culture nationwide.
Description:

0 Observed on: 15th November every year.

0 Significance: Celebrates the birth anniversary of tribal freedom fighter Birsa Munda
(1875-1900).

0 First celebrated: In 2021, to honour the contributions of tribal communities to India’s
freedom struggle and nation-building.

0 Launched by: The Prime Minister of India from Khunti district, Jharkhand.

0 Major Scheme Announced: PM Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN) —

a 24,000 crore mission for the development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs).
0 Objective: To ensure last-mile delivery of welfare schemes, protect endangered tribal
groups, and provide access to education, healthcare, housing, and livelihood support.
0 Associated initiatives:
3 Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra - outreach to villages for welfare delivery.
3 PM-KISAN 15th installment - 18,000 crore released for over 8 crore farmers.
About Birsa Munda:

0 Born on 15 November 1875 in Ulihatu village, Jharkhand (then Bihar).
0 Belong to the Munda tribe of the Chotanagpur Plateau.
0 Ledthe Ulgulan Movement (1899-1900) — meaning The Great Tumult — against British

colonial rule and missionary influence.

LA EX RRP+
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o
religious conversion.
0 Advocated tribal rights over land (“Khuntkatti” system).
0 Revered as ‘Bhagwan’ (God) and ‘Dharati Aba’ (Father of Earth) by his followers.
0 His movement forced the British to pass laws protecting tribal land rights.
0 The state of Jharkhand was formed on his birth anniversary in 2000 in his honour.

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGSs):

0 India has 75 PVTGs across 18 States and Union Territories.
0 Identified as a distinct category following the Dhebar Commission (1961) report.
0 Characterised by:

1. Pre-agricultural level of technology.

2. Stagnant or declining population.

3. Extremely low literacy.

4. Subsistence-level economy.
0 Odisha has the highest PVTG population (~8.66 lakh).
0 Largest PVTG community: Saura (Odisha).

Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar 2025

Why in News?

Astrophysicist Jayant Narlikar, who passed away in May 2025, has been posthumously

awarded the Vigyan Ratna Puraskar.

Description:

1 The Government announced the second edition (2025) of the Rashtriya Vigyan
Puraskar, honouring India’s leading scientists across 13 domains.

1 Announced on: 26 October 2025

1 Organized by: Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Ministry of Science &
Technology

About the Award:

The Rashtriya Vigyan Puraskar is India’s national-level science award recognizing

outstanding and inspiring contributions in the fields of:

1 Science

1 Technology

1 Innovation

It aims to celebrate and honour individuals driving India’s scientific and technological

progress.

Four Categories of Awards:

1. Vigyan Ratna (VR): Up to 3 awards for lifetime achievements in Science and
Technology.

2. Vigyan Shri (VS): Up to 25 awards for distinguished contributions.

3. Vigyan Yuva - Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar (VY-SSB): Up to 25 awards for exceptional
young scientists.

4. Vigyan Team (VT): Up to 3 team awards for collaborative scientific achievements.

Fields Covered (13 Domains):

Physics, Chemistry, Biological Sciences, Mathematics & Computer Science, Earth Science,

Medicine, Engineering Sciences, Agricultural Science, Environmental Science, Technology &

Innovation, Atomic Energy, Space Science and Technology, Others.

LA EX RRP+
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Notable Winners 2025:

Vigyan Ratna: Late Jayant Narlikar - Astrophysics (for challenging the Big Bang theory)
Vigyan Shri: Dr. G.P. Singh - Agricultural Science

Vigyan Shri: Dr. Y.M. Seikh - Atomic Energy

Vigyan Shri: Dr. K. Thangaraj - Biological Sciences

Vigyan Shri: Dr. Pradeep Thalappil - Chemistry

( National Unity Day 2025 (Rashtriya Ekta Diwas)

Why in News?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lead the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas parade at Kevadia, Gujarat

on October 31 to commemorate Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’'s 150th birth anniversary,

highlighting India’s unity, cultural diversity, and contributions of security forces.

Description:

Date: 31st October 2025

Occasion: 150th Birth Anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel — the “Iron Man of India”

Theme 2025:

“Ek Bharat, Aatmanirbhar Bharat”:

Y Links unity with self-reliance; emphasizes that a strong, united India is essential for
national development.

Significance:

0 Commemorates Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s role in uniting over 560 princely states
post-Independence.

0 Reinforces the vision of “Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.”

0 Promotes national integration, unity, and collective strength.

Main Celebration Venue:

Statue of Unity, Kevadia, Gujarat — world’s tallest statue (182 m), inaugurated in 2018 near

Sardar Sarovar Dam.

Sardar Patel’'s Key Contributions:

0 Architect of India’s political integration post-1947 with the help of V.P. Menon.
0 Used the Instrument of Accession to unify princely states.
0 Junagadh (Referendum), Hyderabad (Operation Polo), and Jammu & Kashmir

integrations were major achievements.
0 Led Bardoli Satyagraha (1928) — earned the title “Sardar.”
About the Day:
0 First observed in 2014 to mark national unity.

0 Celebrated with Unity Runs, cultural events, debates, and pledges promoting harmony
and integration.

8th Central Pay Commission (CPC)

Why in News?

The Union Cabinet has approved the Terms of Reference (ToR) for the 8th Central Pay
Commission, chaired by Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai, to revise pay, allowances, and
pensions of Central Government employees. The Commission will submit its report within
18 months.
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Description:

About Pay Commission:

10

0 Constitution: Set up periodically by the Government of India to review the salary,

allowances, and pensions of Central Government employees.

government.

0 Frequency: Constituted roughly every 10 years.
0 First Pay Commission: 19486.

Comparison: 7th CPC vs 8th CPC:

0 Legal Status: Advisory body — its recommendations are not binding on the

Feature

7th Central Pay Commission
(CPC)

8th Central Pay Commission
(CPC)

Constituted by

Union Government (2014)

Union Government (Approved in
2025)

Chairperson

Justice AKK. Mathur

Justice Ranjana Prakash Desai
(Retd.)

Under

Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance

Department of Expenditure,
Ministry of Finance

Effective Date

1 January 2016

1 January 2026 (expected)

Coverage

~47 lakh employees & 52 lakh
pensioners

~50 lakh employees & 65 lakh
pensioners (including Defence
personnel)

Fitment Factor

257

2.28 - 2.86 (expected)

Minimum Basic Pay

7,000 Y 18,000

18,000 Y 26,000- 41,000
(expected)

Structure

Introduced Pay Matrix (19
levels) replacing Pay Bands &
Grade Pay

Likely continuation with
possible revision and
simplification

Minimum Pension

9,000

Expected upward revision
(linked with inflation indexation)

Dearness Allowance
(DA)

Revised periodically (merged
every 10 years)

To be merged with basic pay
during implementation

Focus Areas

Simplified structure, parity
across services, rationalization
of allowances

Pay parity, market alignment,
pension reforms, fiscal impact
assessment

Implementation
Burden

1.02 lakh crore (~0.7% of
GDP)

May exceed 1 lakh crore fiscal
impact

Expected Pay Hike

23.5% overall

40-50% overall (projected)

Impact on Economy

Boosted consumption but
increased fiscal burden

Expected to raise demand and
inflation slightly

Timeline for Report

Around 21 months

Within 18 months of
constitution

Major Innovation

Pay Matrix System

Expected introduction of
performance-linked pay

Pension Reforms

Strengthened OROP
(Defence)

Likely to enhance pension
indexation and sustainability
measures
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Rajya Sabha (Council of States) I

Why in News?
The National Conference won three Rajya Sabha seats in Jammu & Kashmir, while the
BJP secured one seat with 32 votes despite having 28 MLAs, highlighting political
maneuvering and controversies over alleged cross-voting in the 88-member Assembly.
Description:
0 Modeled on the British House of Lords.
0 Itis the Upper House of the Indian Parliament.
Composition:
0 Total strength: 245 members
3 233 elected by States & Union Territories
3 12 nominated by the President (from art, literature, science & social service)
0 Maximum limit: 250 (as per Article 80)
Tenure:
0 6 years term for each member.
0 1/3rd members retire every 2 years (continuous house).
Vacancy:
0 As per Section 154, Representation of the People Act, 1951 — casual vacancies are
filled for the remainder of the predecessor’'s term.
Presiding Officers:
0 Chairperson: Vice-President of India
0 Deputy Chairperson: Elected from among members
Election Process:
Method:
0 Indirect election — by elected MLAs of States/UTs.

0 System: Proportional Representation by Single Transferable Vote (STV).
0 Open ballot — MLAs must show their vote to the party's authorised agent.
Voting Process:

0 MLAs mark preferences (1, 2, 3...) for candidates.

0 A candidate needs a quota of votes to win.

Quota Formula:

Quota = {{Total valid votes} \{Vacancies} + 1}} + 1

Key Points:

0 Representation of States is based on population.

0 Independent MLAs cannot show ballots to anyone.

0 Ensures representation of States in the Union Parliament.
( Execution Petitions in India
Why in News?

The Supreme Court flagged the high pendency of 8.82 lakh execution petitions in district
courts, highlighting delays in enforcing civil decrees. It directed all High Courts to expedite
disposal within six months, following its March 2025 monitoring order.

Definition:

0 An execution petition is a legal tool to enforce a court decree after a civil suit.

0 Even after winning a case, the decree-holder must file this petition to obtain what the
court has awarded — e.g., payment, property possession, or vacating premises.

Delays in execution lead to a “second round of litigation” and erode public trust in the
judiciary.

Ox¢
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Current Pendency (as of Oct 2025):

O« O« O«

8.82 lakh execution petitions pending across district courts nationwide.
Disposed in 6 months (after SC March 2025 order): 3,38,685 petitions.
High pendency states:

3 Maharashtra & Goa (Bombay HC) - 3.4 lakh

3 Tamil Nadu & Puducherry (Madras HC) - 86,000+

Causes of Delay:

1.

2.
3.
4

5.
6.

Legal counsel unavailable: 38.9%

Stay on proceedings: 17%

Awaiting documents: 12%

Procedural hurdles: CPC mandates notice and hearing for objections even at execution
stage Y adds 2-3 years.

Lack of granular data on type of execution (property, payment, etc.)

Regional disparities in judicial infrastructure

Supreme Court Intervention:

(0]

2021 CJI SA Bobde judgment: Trial courts directed to dispose of execution cases
within 6 months.

March 2025 judgment: Nationwide monitoring exercise ordered; High Courts to report
pending cases.

Oct 16, 2025 follow-up: SC flagged high pendency and gave additional 6 months to
expedite disposal; stern action against non-compliant courts (e.g., Karnataka HC).
Next progress hearing: April 10, 2026.

t

Section 79 of the IT Act, 2000 - “Safe Harbour” Provision

Why in News?

The Ministry of Electronics & IT is amending the IT Rules, 2021, to allow only senior officials
(JS/DIG and above) to issue content-blocking notices under Section 79(3)(b) of the IT Act,
enhancing accountability and specifying legal grounds.

Description:
About the IT Act, 2000:

0
0

)

India’s primary law governing digital and cyber activities.

Provides legal framework for:

3 Cybersecurity and prevention of cybercrimes.

3 Recognition of digital signatures and e-authentication.

3 Regulation of intermediaries and digital transactions.

Amended in 2008 and 2015 to address emerging cyber challenges.

Key Provisions Relevant to Digital Regulation:

Section Provision Key Features

Govt. can block access to online info for

79

69A Content Blocking Power | sovereignty, security, public order, etc. Upheld in
Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015).
Intermediary Liability Protects intermediaries from liability for user-
(“Safe Harbour”) generated content if they act as neutral hosts.
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Section 79 - Intermediary Liability: Space for Notes:
0 Grants immunity (safe harbour) to intermediaries (social media, e-commerce, ISPs) for
third-party content, if they:
3 Act as neutral platforms.
3 Follow due diligence prescribed under IT (Intermediary Guidelines) Rules.
0 Section 79(3)(b): Immunity is lost if the intermediary fails to remove unlawful content
after receiving a court order or government notification.
Who Qualifies as an Intermediary?

Entities that store, transmit, or provide access to third-party information, e.g.:

0 Social media platforms (X, Facebook)
0 Search engines
0 E-commerce sites (Amazon, Flipkart)

0 Internet service providers (Jio, Airtel)
About Sahyog Portal:

0 Developed by: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).
0 Purpose: Automate and track content removal notices under IT Act.
0 Functions:
3 Centralized interface between govt. agencies and intermediaries.
3 Tracks takedown requests and compliance.
3 Enhances transparency and accountability in digital content regulation.
Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021
Why in News?

The Supreme Court ruled that the age limits under the Surrogacy (Regulation) Act, 2021,
cannot be applied retrospectively, allowing couples who froze embryos before January 25,
2022, to proceed with surrogacy, upholding reproductive autonomy.

Description:

Objective:

To regulate surrogacy in India, prohibit commercial surrogacy, and allow only altruistic
surrogacy to prevent exploitation of women and protect child rights.

Key Features:

O¢

Type Allowed: Only altruistic surrogacy (no monetary payment; only medical and
insurance expenses covered).

0 Commercial surrogacy: Banned.

0 Purpose: Only for intending couples suffering from proven infertility.

0 Foreigners, single parents, and LGBTQ individuals: Not eligible.

Eligibility:

For Intending Couple:

0 Must be Indian citizens.

0 Married for at least 5 years.

0 Age limits: Wife 23-50 years; Husband 26-55 years.

0 Must not have a surviving biological or adopted child (except in case of differently abled

child).
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For Surrogate Mother:

0 Must be an ever-married woman aged 25-35 years.
0 Must have a child of her own.

0 Can act as surrogate only once.

0 Should be a close relative of the intending couple.
0 Cannot use her own gametes.

Regulation and Oversight:

0 National Surrogacy Board (NSB) and State Surrogacy Boards (SSBs) established for
policy, coordination, and supervision.

0 All surrogacy clinics must be registered under the Act.

Offences and Penalties:

0 Undertaking or advertising commercial surrogacy.
0 Exploiting surrogate mothers.
0 Selling or importing embryos or gametes. Punishment: Imprisonment up to 10 years

and fine up to 10 lakh.
Rights of the Child:
0 A child born through surrogacy is deemed the biological child of the intending couple.
0 Entitled to all legal and inheritance rights.
Recent Update (2024 Amendment):
0 Allows use of one donor gamete (egg or sperm) if medically certified by a District Medical
Board.

0 At least one gamete must belong to the intending couple.

National Security Act (NSA), 1980

Why in News?

Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk’s wife, Gitanjali J. Angmo, filed a habeas corpus petition
in the Supreme Court challenging his preventive detention under the National Security
Act (NSA), 1980, after violent protests in Leh, seeking disclosure of his whereabouts and
immediate release.

Description:
Aspect Details
Enacted 23rd September, 1980 by Parliament of India
Nature Preventive detention law
L To prevent individuals from acting in a manner prejudicial to national
Objective ] ) . . .
security, public order, or essential supplies & services
- Colonial precedents: Bengal Regulation Il (1818), Defence of India
Historical Act (1915), Rowlatt Act (1919)
Background - Post-Independence: Preventive Detention Act (1950-1969), MISA

(1971-1978) repealed after Emergency misuse
Constitutional | Article 22(3)(b) permits preventive detention; Article 22(4) limits

Backing detention to 3 months unless approved by an Advisory Board

- Power of Detention: Both Central & State govts can detain
Key - Grounds: Threat to defence, foreign relations, public order, or
Provisions essential supplies

- Detention Period: Up to 12 months, extendable with fresh grounds
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- Advisory Board: Must review detention within 3 months, headed by
HC judges

- No Legal Representation: Detainee cannot have lawyer before
Advisory Board

- Temporary Release possible with govt conditions

- Immunity Clause: Protection for actions taken in "good faith"

- Tool for preventive action in sensitive regions

L. - Used in Kashmir (post-Article 370)

Significance .

- Deters potential threats

- Balances security & civil liberties (on paper)

- Arbitrary Detention: Misused against activists & minorities

- Violation of Fundamental Rights (Article 21 & 22 safeguards)

- Lack of Transparency: No NCRB data (no FIRs registered)

Criticism - Natural Justice Violations: No court appearance in 24 hrs, no balil
rights

- Low Conviction Rate: Example: Allahabad HC quashed 94/120 NSA
orders in 2021

- Stronger judicial oversight

- Amend provisions denying legal representation
Way Forward | - Introduce Sunset Clauses to limit misuse

- Ensure transparency in detention records

- Balance national security with civil liberties

Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Why in News?

The Union government has requested CJI B.R. Gavai recommended his successor, initiating

the appointment process. Justice Surya Kant, next in seniority, is set to become the 53rd

CJI before Gavai's retirement on November 24, 2025.

Description:

0 The Chief Justice of India (CJI) formed a three-member committee to probe
allegations against a Delhi High Court judge.

Constitutional Basis:

0 Article 124(2): The President of India appoints the CJI, based on the Prime Minister’s
advice, following a recommendation from the Union Law Minister.

Qualifications:

A person is eligible to be appointed as the CJI if they:

1. Are a citizen of India, and

2. Have served as a Judge of a High Court for at least 5 years, or

3. Have been an Advocate of a High Court for at least 10 years, or

4. Are considered a distinguished jurist by the President.

Appointment Process:

1. The outgoing CJI recommends their successor based on seniority.

2. The Union Law Minister forwards the name to the Prime Minister.

3. The Prime Minister advises the President to make the appointment.

4. As per the Second Judges Case (1993), the senior-most Supreme Court judge is
appointed as the CJI.
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Tenure: Space for Notes:

0 No fixed tenure.

0 Retirement age: 65 years (Article 124(2)).

Roles and Powers:

1. Master of the Roster: Allocates cases and decides bench composition in the Supreme
Court.

2. Head of the Collegium: Leads the Collegium System for appointment and transfer of
judges.

3. Administrative Authority: Supervises court administration, staff appointments, and
case management.

4. Judicial Leadership: “First among equals” — no superior judicial power over other
judges.

Removal (Article 124(4)):

0 By President, after an address by Parliament supported by special majority in both
Houses.

0 Grounds:
3 Proven misbehavior, or
3 Incapacity.

Collegium System:

0 Not established by law; evolved through Judges Cases (1981, 1993, 1998).
0 For SC Appointments: CJl + 4 senior-most judges.
0 For HC Appointments:
3 HC Collegium: Chief Justice + 2 senior-most judges of that HC.
3 SC Collegium: CJI + 2 senior-most SC judges.
Article 371
Why in News?

Following deadly protests in Leh seeking Ladakhi Statehood, civil society groups resumed
talks with the MHA, with the government indicating that Article 371 provisions could be
considered, while groups continue to demand inclusion under the Sixth Schedule.

Description:

0 Found in Part XXl of the Indian Constitution — Temporary, Transitional and Special
Provisions.

0 Inforce since 26 January 1950.

0 Articles 371(A-J) were added later via constitutional amendments under Article 368.

O«

Aim: To address regional imbalances, protect cultural identities, and ensure equitable
development.

States Covered under Article 371 (A-J):

Article | State Key Provisions / Special Powers

Governor to establish Development Boards for
371 Maharashtra & Gujarat | Vidarbha, Marathwada, Saurashtra & Kutch; ensure
equitable fund allocation.

Parliament cannot legislate on Naga religion,
371A Nagaland customary law, land rights, or civil/criminal justice
without State Assembly’s consent.
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Provides for Legislative Committee for tribal

Karnataka)

371B Assam areas; President determines its composition and
powers.
Hill Areas Committee of legislators; Governor
371C Manipur reports annually to President on administration of
Hill Areas.
Ensures equitable opportunities in education &
371D & | Andhra Pradesh & 9 PP . . ,
employment across regions; allows President’s
371E Telangana .
orders for regional balance.
o Protects existing laws, customs, and rights of
371F Sikkim s . . . .
Sikkimese; ensures smooth integration with India.
Protects Mizo customary laws, social/religious
371G Mizoram practices, land rights, and administration of
justice.
Governor given special responsibility for law and
37MH Arunachal Pradesh
order.
Legislative Assembly must have minimum 30
371 Goa
members.
Karnataka (Hyderabad- . .
Establishes development board, ensures regional
374 Karnataka / Kalyana

reservation in jobs & education.

Number of States Covered:

12 States - Maharashtra, Gujarat, Nagaland, Assam, Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,

Sikkim, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, and Karnataka.
Purpose of Article 371 Series:

O« O« O¢ O«

Extension Proposal:

0 Ladakh may get Article 371-like protection to preserve its demographic, cultural, and

ecological balance.

Safeguard regional identity, culture & traditions.

Promote balanced regional development.

Address administrative & economic disparities.

Preserve customary laws & local governance systems in tribal/hill regions.

Juvenile Justice Boards - Pendency, Staff Shortage & Systemic Issues

Why in News / Context?

1 The India Justice Report (IJR) highlighted that over 55% cases before 362 Juvenile

Justice Boards (JJBs) across India were pending as of 31 October 2023.

1 The findings point to serious shortages in staff, infrastructure, legal aid, and data

transparency within the juvenile justice system.

Juvenile Justice Boards:

Legal Basis:
1 Established under: Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015.

Purpose:
1 To adjudicate cases involving Children in Conflict with Law (CCL) — i.e., children alleged

or found to have committed offences under IPC or special/local laws.
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Composition of a JJB:

f
f

1 Metropolitan Magistrate / Judicial Magistrate (First Class)
2 Social Workers, of whom at least one must be a woman

A Board is considered incomplete if any member is missing.
Functions of JJB:

il
f
f

Conduct inquiry and pass orders for children accused of offences.
Ensure a child-friendly judicial process.

Coordinate with:

o Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)

o District Child Protection Units

0 Special Juvenile Police Units (SJPUs)

Powers:

il

Can dispose cases for all offences committed by children except those needing trial as
adults (for heinous offences under certain conditions).

Can order:

0 counseling,

probation,

community service,

placement in special homes,

rehabilitation.

O O O O

SC Advisory on Presidential Reference (Governors’ Timelines)

Constitutional Background:

il

Article 200 - Governor’s options on State Bills:

o Assent

o Withhold assent

o Return for reconsideration (except Money Bills)

0 Reserve for President

Article 201 - President’s options:

o Assent

o Withhold assent

o Return Bill to State Legislature (if not a Money Bill)

Article 143 - Presidential Reference:

President may seek advisory opinion of the SC:

o Art. 143(1) - on questions of law or fact of public importance. May tender or may
refuse to tender its opinion. E.g., the Supreme court has declined to provide its
opinion in 1993 with respect to the Ram Janmabhoomi case.

0 Art. 143(2) - on disputes arising out of pre-Constitution treaties. Must tender its
opinion.

Why the Presidential Reference?

il

SC (April 8 judgment) imposed timelines on Governors and President for dealing with
State Bills.

President sent 14 questions to the SC under Article 143 regarding:

0 Separation of powers

o Executive discretion vs judicial review

o Federal balance

0 Extent of Supreme Court’s powers under Article 142
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The April 8 Supreme Court Judgment (Trigger Point) Space for Notes:
SC held:
1. Governor cannot delay Bills indefinitely.
2. Mandatory timelines imposed:
0o 3 months Y Governor must decide on assent/withhold/return/reserve.
o |IfBillisreturned Y State Legislature reconsiders Y If re-passed:
0 1monthY Governor must send Bill to President.
0 3 monthsY President must take a decision.
SC also called Governor’s act of reserving 10 TN Bills as “illegal” and “erroneous”.
Why the Presidential Reference is Significant?
f Instead of filing a review petition, the Executive invoked Article 143 Y elevates the
issue to a constitutional dialogue.
1 It concerns:
0 Boundaries of judicial power.
0 Extent of executive discretion.
o0 Working of federal democracy.
o Powers of Governor and President when dealing with State Legislatures.
Key Pointers:
1 SC advisory opinion under Art. 143 is NOT binding.
1 Governor acts on aid and advice of State Council of Ministers, except in discretionary

matters.
1 Delaying Bills is not an enumerated discretionary power.
1 President acts on aid and advice of Union Council of Ministers (Art. 74).
1 Judicial review extends to constitutional inaction (SC doctrine).
1 Issue directly tests the basic structure principles
( Ahmedabad to Host 2030 Commonwealth Games (CWG)

Context / Why in News?

The Commonwealth Sport’s General Assembly in Glasgow confirmed Ahmedabad as the

host city for the 2030 Commonwealth Games, marking India’s first time hosting the

Games since 2010.

About the Commonwealth Games (CWG):

A multinational, multi-sport event held every four years among athletes from the

Commonwealth of Nations, governed by the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF).

Genesis & Mandate:

1 Established in 1930 (then called British Empire Games).

1 Mandate: promote sports, cultural exchange, and friendly cooperation among
Commonwealth nations.

1 Indiais a regular participant since 1934.

Details of India Hosting 2030 CWG:

1 Venue: Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

1 Confirmation: Approved at CGF Assembly, Glasgow (2025).

1 India to propose Yoga as a medal sport.

1 Possible return of events previously removed from the roster: badminton, hockey,
wrestling, T20 cricket, shooting.

1 India aims to host a “controversy-free” and highly modernised edition.
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Key Features of Hosting Plan:

1 Focus on sports infrastructure, athlete villages, transport planning, and global tourism.

1 Coordination between Government of India, Government of Gujarat, and Indian
Olympic Association (IOA).

1 India plans to work closely with Commonwealth Sport to finalise the event programme.

NOTE: The 2026 Commonwealth Games, officially known as the XXIlI Commonwealth

Games and Glasgow 2026, are scheduled to take place from 23 July to 2 August 2026 in

Glasgow, Scotland.

Justice Surya Kant - 53rd Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Context:
1 Justice Surya Kant took oath as the 53rd Chief Justice of India at Rashtrapati Bhavan.
1 Oath administered by President Droupadi Murmu.
APPOINTMENT OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA (CJI):
1. Constitutional Basis: Article 124(2) of the Constitution: Judges of the Supreme Court
(including the CJI) are appointed by the President of India.
2. Convention: Senior-most Judge Principle:
1 By long-standing convention (not in the Constitution), the senior-most judge of
the Supreme Court is appointed as the CJI.
1 This convention has been consistently followed since the Second Judges Case
(1993).
3. Role of the Collegium:
1 The outgoing CJI recommends the name of the next senior-most judge to the
Government.
1 The recommendation is processed through the Supreme Court Collegium.
4. Final Appointing Authority: President of India appoints the CJI after receiving the
recommendation from the Government, which is based on the Collegium’s advice.

CISF

Why in News / Context?

1 The Government of India has decided to unify security regulations for 250+ seaports.

1 CISF (Central Industrial Security Force) has been designated as the security regulator
for ports handling cargo, beginning with 80 major export-import ports.

1 CISF currently guards 13 major ports.

About CISF:

Parent Ministry: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

Established: 1969 (through the CISF Act, 1968)

Nature: A Central Armed Police Force (CAPF) specially mandated for industrial and critical

infrastructure security.

Key Functions:

1 Security of critical PSUs, industrial establishments, and key government
infrastructure.

1 Security of airports, major seaports, Delhi Metro, atomic and space installations,
currency note presses, mints, etc.
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1 VIP security (limited), disaster response and fire protection in certain units. Space for Notes:
1 Increasing role in private-sector security on a cost-reimbursement basis.
1 Can be deployed in private industries, but with Government approval and on payment
basis (as per CISF Amendment Act, 2009).
Central Armed Police Force:

CAPF Category
BSF Border Security Force Border Guarding Force
AR Assam Rifles Border Guarding Force
ITBP | Indo-Tibetan Border Police Border Guarding Force
SSB | Sashastra Seema Bal Border Guarding Force
NSG | National Security Guard Special Operations
CISF | Central Industrial Security Force Internal Security
CRPF | Central Reserve Police Force Internal Security
Selection of the UN Secretary-General

Context:
The process of selecting the next UN Secretary-General has begun, with the UN Security
Council and General Assembly jointly inviting nominations. The next SG will serve a five-
year term.
Selection Process — Key Features:
(A) Nomination Stage:
1 Any UN member state may nominate a candidate.
1 No formal eligibility criteria, but regional rotation is informally followed.
o Traditionally rotates among regions; next turn is expected for Latin America.
(B) Security Council Process:
1. Straw Polls (Informal Voting):
0 Conducted via secret ballots.
0 Council members mark: Encourage / Discourage / No opinion.
0 Helps identify candidates acceptable to the P5.
2. P5 Veto Role:
0 Any P5 member can effectively block a candidate.
o0 A final recommendation requires:
A At least 9 votes in favour, and
A No veto from any P5 member.
P5: USA, UK, France, Russia, China.
3. Final Recommendation:
0 The Security Council adopts a formal resolution recommending one candidate
to the General Assembly.
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(C) General Assembly Approval: Space for Notes:
1 The 193-member UNGA elects the Secretary-General based on the Security
Council’s recommendation.
91 Historically seen as a rubber stamp, as UNGA does not alter the recommended
candidate.
Additional Facts:
1 Term: Five years, eligible for re-appointment.
1 First UNSG: Trygve Lie (Norway, 1946).
1 Current UNSG (until 2026): Anténio Guterres (Portugal).
1 SGis often selected by consensu

Why in News?

Description:

O« O¢ O«

O¢ O« O¢ O« O«

O¢ O« O¢ O¢ O«
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